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Introduction by Cllr Catherine West 
Leader of Islington Labour's Councillors 
 
This year we face a choice between Labour and the Conservatives. 
 
The question is simple.  Do we prioritise, as the Conservatives do, tax cuts for the 
few and cuts in services for the many.  Or do we take the Islington Labour approach 
which says that an active Council, working together with an active community, can 
change our borough.  
 
Islington’s defining characteristics are inequality and unfairness.  Around half of our 
children grow up in poverty and many are in households with no working adults.  The 
affluent in our borough can expect to live ten years longer than those in social and 
privately rented housing. Islington has one of the highest rates of ill health, 
particularly mental ill health in the country, and these problems disproportionately 
affect the least well off.  Giving residents in the deprived parts of the borough more 
chances in life is the central task of an incoming Labour administration. 
 
A recent league table developed by the homeless charity Shelter showed that 
Islington Council comes in the bottom third of councils in London to provide homes 
which people on low incomes can afford to live in. This is despite the majority of 
councillors’ letters and emails coming from families in desperate housing need. The 
most pressing need for households on the council’s waiting list is to be rehoused in a 
decent home with affordable rent levels. It is Islington Labour’s number one priority to 
provide more housing for those on the lowest incomes in Islington. That is why we 
are pledging in this manifesto to provide thousands more affordable homes over the 
next four years. For too long now the Liberal Democrat council has been soft on 
developers and failed to provide leadership on the key issue of housing, which has 
such a determining role in addressing poverty in inner city areas like ours. 
 
The second most pressing is crime and the fear of crime. As Islington councillors, we 
have a vision of our community where Islington residents can be free from the fear of 
crime and where the scourge of knife crime is addressed with energy and 
commitment. The approval rating of Islington’s police is at an all time low thanks to 
the Liberals’ soft attitude to crime and public safety. The police and council must 
work more closely together to create safer public spaces and to allow communities a 
sense of agency in the face of persistent criminal activity. There is nothing that 
makes me despair more than a community which is intimidated by bad behaviour by 
a minority of people who do not respect and cherish their homes and communities. In 
this manifesto we pledge to work to rebuild community in Islington and importantly to 
provide more purposeful activities for our youngsters. 
 
Housing and crime prevention are key concerns for Islington Council to address but 
the overarching priority for Labour councillors is surely social justice - that’s the 
reason we are in the Labour party after all. We have already achieved free school 
meals for all primary school children even without being in control of the council, 
championing the right of every child to a nutritious hot meal in the day so that our 
children can achieve better in school. Imagine how much more we can do in making 
Islington fairer should we win control the council. 
 
We aim high in this manifesto document and that is because we have so much to do 
in the next four years to achieve a fairer Islington, should people vote for us to run 
Islington council on 6 May. If you are reading this and feeling as excited as I am 
about the possibility of a Labour council after 10 years under the Liberals, then join in 
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the campaign and take out the message to local people by contacting 
www.islington-labour.org.uk. 
 
 
Key pledges 
 
1) Value for money.  We will make sure taxpayers' money is spent on what matters, 
by cutting waste, pointless Council propaganda and councillors' expenses. 
  
2)  Free school meals for all primary school children.  We will protect our plan to give 
all primary school children a free school meal, helping hard pressed families and 
improving children's health. 
  
3)  New homes for Islington people.  We will create thousands of new affordable 
homes, building new Council homes for families and ending the easy ride for luxury 
flat developers. 
  
4)  Tough on crime and its causes.  We will crack down on knife crime and anti-social 
behaviour, while investing in new facilities to give more opportunities for young 
people. 
  
5)  Cleaner, greener estates and streets.  We will take rapid action on fly-tipping and 
dog mess on all estates and streets.  We'll bring back the free skips service and 
introduce a new programme to insulate homes, cutting carbon emissions and energy 
bills. 
  
6) Support our senior citizens.  We will protect our £100 discount for over-65s who 
pay Council Tax. 
 
 

1. Putting Islington Council on your side 
 

Since 1997 the Labour government has invested almost double what the Tories 
provided to local government previously. However, any  improvements in Islington,  , 
have generally been driven by Council staff, not politicians, and have tended to help 
residents that find it easy to access services rather than those who really need them. 
At the same time, Islington Council has lost sight of its main job: to change our area 
to make it fairer.  The ten years of Lib Dem control have seen a lack of vision and 
political will to tackle inequality. 
 
Putting fairness first 
 
As one of our first actions in power, Labour will establish a Fairness Commission that 
will set out what the Council and its partners should do to make our borough a fairer 
place.  Its conclusions will shape the Council’s Corporate Plan, Sustainable 
Communities Strategy and budget.  Most importantly, the Commission's results will 
be used to guide the work of the Islington Strategic Partnership and the Council's 
partner organisations.  The Commission itself will be made up of councillors, partner 
organisations (NHS Islington, Metropolitan Police, local universities etc.), leading 
experts with a proven track record of fighting inequality and others from the charity 
sector.  
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We strongly believe in the Islington Credit Union and will support this vital service to 
develop.  We believe that services are most effective where their users feel a sense 
of ownership over them and so, where appropriate, will also look at other co-
operative measures to involve local communities in delivering services. 
 
Community centres provide an invaluable service and Labour will press ahead with 
plans to develop stronger centres into vibrant community hubs, which deliver a range 
of services to their communities.  Labour strongly supports the 'Help on your 
doorstep' service and subject to an affordability test, will further extend this to more 
deprived areas of Islington.  Despite the work of some excellent voluntary 
organisations, Islington still lacks enough advice services and we will re-establish a 
Citizens Advice Bureau which offers a face to face service in the borough as soon as 
possible.  At the same time we will continue to support the Islington Law Centre and 
Islington People's Rights, services which currently offer excellent advice services. 
 
Cutting waste and inefficiency 
 
The next Council administration is going to face tough financial times and it is vital 
that every penny of council taxpayers' money is spent wisely.  Too much money is 
currently wasted on glossy publicity, consultants, agency staff and expensive 
meeting venues.  At the beginning of Labour's administration, we will review all 
Council spending in detail to cut out waste and ensure money is spent on our 
priorities. 
 
We will investigate joining up services with other boroughs, where possible, to 
achieve savings.  
 
Islington Labour has voted to cut councillors' allowances and expenses every year 
since 2006.  We will further cut councillors' expenses and ban councillors from 
claiming expenses for foreign trips.  We intend to increase transparency by putting a 
Councillors' Register of Interests on-line. 
 
A co-operative council, a listening council 
 
Although the Liberal Democrats spend a fortune on communications and 
consultations, Islington residents still feel that the Council does not listen to them. 
People feel distanced from the local democratic and decision-making process and it 
is the duty of those in the Town Hall to open it up by working with the community.  
 
We will cut the Council's communication budget by no longer producing glossy but 
ineffective publicity.  We will also change the way the Council consults residents.  
Residents are, understandably, angry when the Council ignore their opinions in 
consultations to pursue the plan they always wanted to introduce.  We will end these 
sham consultations by being honest about the areas where we want to act - for 
example, building more social housing. 
 
The Islington Strategic Partnership (ISP) spends a large amount of public money and 
makes a range of important decisions.  Yet this crucial body operates in an opaque 
way and both councillors and residents are given very little opportunity to hold it to 
account.  We will make the ISP a more open and transparent organisation, which 
respects the importance of public opinion and democratically elected councillors.   
 
Restoring accountability will inform our decision making in the Town Hall.  In line with 
the co-operative manifesto, we will compel external agencies and contractors, which 
the Council commissions, to become more accountable to residents; for example, by 
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attending Town Hall style meetings with councillors and local residents.  We will 
ensure that they are held accountable for poor service provision and engage the 
community in any changes to contracts that they wish to make. We will also further 
this by looking at the mechanisms for developers to appear at councillor-led 
meetings, not only before the building takes place, but also afterwards, to ensure that 
residents have a platform to put forward their concerns and get commitments to 
action them. We will also look into how we can involve more users in the Council’s 
scrutiny committees.  
 
 
2. Children and Young People 
 
Islington Labour believes that all children in Islington deserve the best start in life.  
We know that in our deeply divided borough children from better-off homes benefit 
from better chances in life and that poverty starts to affect children's educational 
performance even before they have reached school.  Our task is to narrow the gap 
between the privileged few and others in the borough so that all children get the best 
start in life. 
 
School results in Islington have improved, as they have everywhere in Britain, thanks 
to hard work from pupils and staff in our schools, supported by massive investment in 
education from the Labour government.  Our secondary schools are being 
transformed by Labour's Building Schools for the Future programme and our Primary 
school results continue to improve.  But a lack of leadership from the Lib Dem council 
means we are still rooted at the bottom of the GCSE results league table and the 
Council's leadership has run out of ideas for improving our schools. 
 
Early years  
 
SureStart Children's Centres are a great Labour achievement.  Islington now has 16 
children's centres operating with a range of services.  To build on this success an 
Islington Labour administration will, as part of our Fairness Commission, conduct a 
major review of Children's Centre provision to ensure that each Centre becomes a 
hub at the centre of their community, providing the services that vulnerable families 
need.  We believe more children's health services should be delivered through 
Children's Centres and we will work with NHS Islington to ensure this happens. 
 
It is not easy to bring up children in Inner London and we will provide more support to 
families and parents who need it.  We will keep Council support for the Home-Start 
charity, which provides much needed support to many vulnerable families.  
 
Primary schools  
 
In Islington Labour we will continue our policy of Free School Meals for all, which has 
been opposed by the Liberal Democrats and Green Party.  This radical programme 
improves children's health and learning at the same time as providing real financial 
assistance to working families.  
   
Secondary schools  
 
In Islington Labour we believe that all our schools should work together to serve the 
borough's children and not be forced into competition with each other.  In particular 
we believe that the secondary schools should work in partnership with City and 
Islington College.  We will maintain a strong LEA and discourage schools form opting 



Islington Labour on your side.   Our plan for a fairer Islington.   

Page 5 of 15 

out of this.  We will bring the LEA back in-house by not renewing the expensive 
'Cambridge Education @ Islington' contract when it expires. 
 
We believe it is vital that all our schools have a genuinely comprehensive intake of 
pupils from all backgrounds and we will launch a high-profile campaign to persuade 
parents from all sections of society that their children should go to an Islington 
school. 
   
We will work to build the aspirations of Islington children by developing not only 
academic routes into employment but also Diploma programmes that give young 
people valuable vocational qualifications that lead to high quality jobs.  We will also 
build partnerships with local universities to encourage them to accept more local 
students and to engage with local schools through mentoring and placement 
programmes.   
 
Services for Young People 
 
Islington Labour believes youth services are crucial to giving our young people more 
chance in life and also to keep people out of a life of crime. 
 
We believe young people themselves are the best judges of the kind of services they 
need and will hand a large proportion of the youth services budget over to young 
people to decide how it is spent.  We will introduce a Young Mayor, a young person 
elected by other young people, to lead this process and to ensure accountability for 
how this money is spent. 
 
We believe the mentoring schemes provide a vital support to young people and will 
work to develop these through schools and the youth service. 
 
3. Housing 
 
Islington Labour’s top priority is to make sure everyone in our borough can live in a 
decent and affordable home that is appropriate for their needs. 
 
With 13,000 families on the waiting list – the majority in overcrowding – it is clear that 
radical action is needed to make our priority a reality.  This situation has been 
allowed to develop by a Liberal Democrat administration which has been soft on 
private developers and has sold off council owned housing.  
 
More affordable housing 
 
Islington Labour will build thousands of affordable homes over the next four years, 
including a significant proportion of new council homes, with financial help from any 
available sources, including council-owned land and government grants. We will also 
force developers to make 50% of all new residential developments affordable and will 
seek to work with housing associations to build and regenerate social housing. 
 
Management and Accountability 
 
The structure of council housing management will need to balance our goal of getting 
more affordable housing whilst maintaining our existing stock and giving councillors 
and residents a voice.    
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We will review all options for the future management of the borough's housing, 
including opportunities for in-house management.  We will consult with tenants, 
leaseholders and staff about any changes to housing management. 
 
We will further seek to use our role in housing needs to make the best and most 
appropriate use of our social housing stock. We will use allocations to prioritise 
ending severe overcrowding, assist people to move to a smaller property where they 
wish to reduce under-occupation and ensure that local people benefit from new 
building in their area. 
 
Protecting tenants, repairing homes. 
 
We will fight for the best quality of life for both Council and Housing Association 
tenants through protecting security of tenure, combating anti-social behaviour and 
ensuring high quality, accountable and responsive repair and management services.  
We will work to establish a genuinely independent tenants' group which represents 
the interests of both Council and Housing Association tenants across the borough. 
 
A Labour run Council will do more to stamp out illegal subletting of council property.  
We will work to protect those who need social housing as a result, but we believe that 
Council properties should go to those who play by the rules and join the housing 
register.  
 
We are proud of the Government’s Decent Homes initiative, which is ending the 
backlog of repairs to Council Housing left by the last Tory Government.  However, 
tenants and leaseholders tell us that the way this process has been managed locally 
may not have delivered value for money in all areas. 
 
We will help Leaseholders by developing a more flexible, consensual and ‘value for 
money’ driven approach to major works and by designing more transparent bills.  
Islington Council has probably been ripped off by cartels of contractors colluding in 
driving up the price of major works. Unlike the Liberals Democrats who have failed to 
address the issue of value for money, Islington Labour will seek to robustly chase 
these cartels and hold them to account on behalf of tax payers and leaseholders.  
 
A well-managed, effectively-used and – crucially – more plentiful stock of affordable 
housing is Labour’s way of achieving this goal. 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Crime and Community Safety  
 
While it is true that crime and fear of crime know no boundaries it still remains the 
truth that those disproportionately affected by crime are the least well off in our 
society.  
 
The message from the council and police together, must be that persistent 
perpetrators of criminal and anti-social behaviour must be dealt with and made 
responsible for their actions. We do not seek to demonise any particular section of 
our society; we will hold individuals responsible for their actions. 
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Conversely, and some would say more importantly, we must also acknowledge that 
the best way to tackle crime is to do so with a strong community.  Youth crime 
studies have shown that extracurricular group activities can act as positive 
behavioural and community builders, and areas with an active Neighbourhood Watch 
group, working with a trusted local police force have significantly lower rates of crime, 
and higher conviction rates when it does happen. Safety comes in numbers. 
 
Crime in Islington: Government Success, Council Failure 
 
Like everywhere else in Britain, the Labour government has delivered cuts in the 
crime rate in Islington. This can be attributed in the main to tougher sentencing, the 
introduction of Neighbourhood Police Teams and the use of Police Community 
Support Officers (PCSOs), as well as the across the board improvements in public 
services helping to offer positive alternatives to crime. 
 
But the weakness of Islington's Liberal Democrat administration means that we have 
not benefitted from the reduction in crime as mush as other areas.  Fear of crime is 
high and satisfaction in the Police is much lower in Islington than in neighbouring 
boroughs. 
 
Cracking down on knife and violent crime 
 
After the awful stabbings of Martin Dinnegan, Nassirudeen Osawe and Ben Kinsella, 
Islington Labour launched our knife crime charter, which sets out a three point plan 
for tackling knife crime: 
 

• Tougher on the streets: More police officers for violent crime hotspots. More 
CCTV and searches to act early and effectively.  Name and shame violent 
criminals. 

• More prosecutions, tougher sentences: We will tell prosecutors that they 
must bring more cases to court.   We will create a special Council team to 
collect evidence and push for tougher sentences. 

• Cut it out early: Targeted action to keep kids out of trouble – more youth 
clubs and engaging young people in the fight against violent crime. 

 
Engaging the community in the fight against crime 
 
Crime and anti-social behaviour can only be fought by communities acting together.  
We understand the importance of working with communities to make crime seem 
unacceptable to all.  To this end we will promote Neighbourhood Watch groups and 
local Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnerships. 
 
We will work with Homes for Islington and other major local landlords to ensure that 
people in social housing receive better protection from anti-social behaviour.  
 
We will also ensure that the Council assists charity groups in the application of 
funding streams for community-based projects that tackle crime by strengthening 
communities and providing activities for children outside school hours. 
 
Using more tools in the fight against crime 
 
The Liberal Democrats' weakness on crime means Islington does not benefit from all 
of the tools in the fight against crime that the Labour government has given us.  
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Islington Labour will make more use of effective and popular tools like CCTV, 
dispersal orders, alcohol control orders and ASBOs. 
 
We strongly believe in the Neighbourhood Policing model which has transformed 
policing across London in the last decade.  We will ask the Metropolitan Police to 
switch resources away from reactive policing to Safer Neighbourhood Teams. 
 
Islington Labour opposes Tory Mayor Boris Johnson's plans to remove 500 Police 
officers off the streets of London. This is why it is more important than ever that we 
make best use of the tools at our disposal to target our resources more effectively.  
 
Tough on the causes of crime 
 
This manifesto's central theme of reducing poverty and inequality is clearly related to 
crime and anti-social behaviour.  We do not believe that poverty is an excuse for 
crime, but we recognise that when children turn into young criminals it is the result of 
long term failure of community, Police, housing and social services allowing problems 
and behaviour to escalate and failed to support parents in the difficult task of 
supporting young people who are going off the rails.. 
 
Labour will bring a new approach where social problems and Anti-Social Behaviour 
are no longer tolerated or ignored. We will ensure earlier and more active 
intervention to set boundaries and prevent children with problems turning into young 
criminals. We will require social landlords to provide facilities for older children as 
well as playgrounds for the young. 
 
As part of our Fairness Commission we will examine the youth welfare, education 
and justice system to ensure all services work together, share information about 
young people and families at risk of offending. 
 
We will offer parenting support and family therapy at the early signs of trouble to give 
families a chance to solve the problems like truancy or drug and alcohol abuse that 
might lead to a life of serious crime. Families where children are getting onto trouble, 
who do not take up the offer, will face tougher sanctions including ASBOs and 
possible eviction.  
 
We will introduce more community justice where non-severe offences and anti-social 
behaviour are held to account by local people who can set the pay back. This will 
give communities and victims back their voice rather than ignoring behaviour until it is 
too late then drawing young people into an impersonal and ineffective justice system 
and a life of crime. 
 
5. Sustainable economic growth 
 
Like much of London, Islington experienced rapid economic growth over the last 
decade. Many new businesses have located here and others have expanded. The 
number of jobs in the Borough increased by almost 40% and most of the increase 
was in financial and business services. However, Islington residents filled few of 
these new jobs and those at the lower socio-economic end of the scale took even 
less of them.  
 
Our people have found themselves shut out from the buoyant economic growth of the 
last decade. And in the past 18 months, the recession has disproportionately hit our 
residents – especially those in lower paid occupations – and there has been a sharp 
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drop in the number of Islington residents who are in work. Meanwhile, many more 
people want to live in our Borough. Despite the recession, land values have risen 
rapidly and development pressures remain intense. 
 
Islington Labour will ensure that our residents can take advantage of the economic 
recovery. Economic growth in the borough must be managed to benefit all of our 
residents, not just the better off. We will ensure that growth is environmentally 
sensitive and minimise the climate change impacts of new development. But we shall 
also make sure that growth is economically and socially sustainable.  
 
Development on a human scale 
 
Economic growth in Islington must be supported by the right scale and range of 
public services and facilities. It must also strengthen community cohesion, identity, 
neighbourliness and a sense of belonging. Our borough has suffered from a decade 
in which the Lib Dems’ “hands-off” approach to managing economic growth has 
undermined the sense of community, for example: by permitting large numbers of 
anonymous new apartment blocks where few people know their neighbours.  
 
The Lib Dems have weakened Islington’s historic policies , which had previously 
safeguarded the character of the Borough. They have failed to preserve the right 
balance between the interests of residents and the stresses caused by leisure and 
entertainment businesses and the excesses of the ‘night time economy’. 
 
Islington Labour is determined to apply firm planning policies in support of our 
sustainable development goals and in the interests of fairness and equality.  
 
Islington Labour will encourage new development in locations of the Borough that 
have significant regeneration potential, notably Archway, Finsbury Park and Kings 
Cross. In these places particularly we will not engage in sham consultations, but 
instead make sure that local residents are genuinely involved in the redevelopment  
process. We shall resist large scale redevelopment schemes and, instead, favour 
incremental improvements to these areas, achieved step by step, with the 
involvement and support of the local community. Unlike the Lib Dems we shall not 
surrender to the interests of big business or ignore the wishes of the local 
communities. We will ensure that local people have an active involvement in all the 
development decisions that affect their neighbourhoods. 
 
Throughout the borough we will make special efforts to revitalise the shops, offices, 
public buildings, amenities and homes along all the main roads to ensure they remain 
vibrant thoroughfares. We will improve the public realm of our town centres and local 
shopping areas and protect local services such as Post Offices.  New public spaces 
will provide play space for children, for sports and other recreation. 
 
Spreading Islington's wealth 
 
We have two broad goals: to create a new and sustainable economy in our Borough; 
and help our own residents benefit from the wealth it will produce. 
 
London’s economy is changing and our Borough must not become over-dependent 
on volatile sectors such as financial and business services. Our ambition is to create 
a more diverse economic base in our Borough especially by encouraging businesses 
in creative and knowledge based sectors – professional services, ICT, research & 
development, culture and media. 
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Islington has the second worst level of child poverty in London and in line with our 
agenda on fairness we shall make a priority of helping families with children to 
escape from low incomes. Islington Labour will aim to raise the living standards of the 
majority of Islington’s residents by encouraging business growth and creating jobs 
that are suitable for all Islington’s residents.  
 
Islington Labour will give greater encouragement to those employers that offer more 
entry-level jobs, decent training, apprenticeship schemes and job progression. We 
will develop innovative measures to raise the employability levels of our residents 
and increase the number of Islington residents recruited to the Council’s own 
workforce. We will expand our own apprenticeship schemes while requiring the 
Council’s contractors and suppliers to do the same. 
 
We will work with the Schools and FE colleges to create a Work Placement Unit, 
which will ensure that young people can gain valuable experience in the workplace 
and that Islington can benefit from schemes to place local people into jobs.  
 
Local services, local benefit 
 
Islington Labour strongly prefer the provision of existing Council Services through 
directly employed and accountable staff and will look to bring services back in-house 
where  it is in the interest of staff and residents.   
 
We will look to keep council jobs in the borough and will include more fully members 
of staff in the mechanics of the contracting process and work with the staff and their 
Trade Unions to this end.  
 
We will strive to ensure that all staff, including those working for external contracts, 
are paid the minimum of the London Living Wage and we will look at the processes 
with which to do this immediately and not wait for the contracts to expire. Further to 
this we will look at how to implement the Single Status Agreement immediately 
across all council contracts. 
 
Finally, we will develop the Council's apprenticeship scheme to ensure more local 
people get this opportunity.  We will also negotiate with Council contractors to ensure 
that they also introduce apprenticeships for local people. 
 
Leisure, sports and culture 
 
Islington has a rich cultural life and, for over 40 years, the Council has actively 
promoted the performing and visual arts, encouraged sport and provided a wide 
range of leisure activities for our residents. Labour will reassert the Council’s 
important role in promoting sports, leisure and culture. We want all our residents to 
benefit from new economic opportunities in these areas and enjoy an enriched 
quality of life. We will protect the Labour government free swimming initiative which 
provides free swimming for children and the elderly. 
 
We will better support our theatres, playspaces, concert halls, parks, libraries and 
sports centres so that they all flourish while safeguarding the outstanding urban 
fabric of our commercial and domestic architecture and Islington’s social history and 
industrial heritage. We will also seek to ensure that our borough contributes to, and 
benefits from, the staging of London’s Olympic and Paralympic games in 2012 and 
Labour will reinstate the popular annual public fireworks display on 5th November.   
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In line with our commitment to ending sham consultations and opening up the 
decision making process to residents we will look to re-consult with the public on the 
future of the Sobell Centre including an option of refurbishment once the financial 
situation is right. 
 
 
6. Environment 
 
Solving environmental problems is a crucial part of realising our vision of a fairer 
Islington. The Lib Dem administration has failed to ensure that its environmental 
policies address issues of fairness, preferring ineffective stunts to real action that 
helps our environment. Islington Labour environmental policies are on the side of 
residents by contributing to a Greener, cleaner and fairer future for all.  
 
Climate Change  
 
Climate change is the single biggest challenge we face as a planet and we will 
ensure that environmental considerations are taken into account in every decision we 
make. The effects of climate change globally and locally will have the most 
disastrous effect upon the poorest and most vulnerable. Rising energy costs and 
increasing extremes of temperature will have the most impact on the fuel bills and 
health of the least well off in Islington.  
 
The current council administration response to climate change has been 
characterised by tokenism, box ticking and stunts. Islington Labour understand that 
fairness and a real understanding of local people’s needs must be to central to our 
response to climate change.  
 
Islington Labour supports both the 10:10 campaign and the 'Get Serious About CO2' 
campaign and will aim to reduce the Council's carbon emissions by 10% by the end 
of 2010 and the borough's emissions by 40% by 2020.  
 
To achieve this end Islington Labour is committed to making thousands of homes 
more energy efficient. This will ensure that people are protected from rising energy 
costs and the extremes of cold and heat while being a socially just way to reduce our 
C02 emissions. 
 
We will also ensure the Archway Low Carbon Zone doesn't become another council 
gimmick and actually works to reduce both emissions and fuel poverty for the people 
who live in that area.  We will also be tough on private developers to ensure that new 
homes they build comply with the toughest environmental standards, complying with 
the Code for Sustainable Homes and contributing to local CO2 reduction projects 
such as the provision of solar energy. 
 
Parking 
 
Islington Lib Dem Council’s current council policy is excessively punitive to local 
residents and complex and expensive to administer. Islington Labour will introduce a 
simpler and fairer system of parking controls for local resident parking, which puts 
Islington residents first. 
 
Cleaning up Islington 
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The Lib Dem administration has neglected keeping the estates and streets where 
most residents live clean, whilst wasting money on a few main highly visible roads. 
Islington Labour will be tough on grime and the causes of grime by focussing Council 
resources on keeping streets where residents live clean of rubbish, waste and dog 
mess.  In particular, we will focus on ensuring that estates get the same level of 
cleaning as leafy streets.  
 
We will work to promote recycling, particularly of organic waste, to ensure less waste  
is sent to expensive and damaging landfill. 
 
We will bring back the free skips service, which will cut dumping and fly tipping, and 
we will ensure that the waste created from the skip service is disposed of in an 
environmentally friendly way. 
 
Islington Labour recently voted to introduce the largest urban food growing 
programme in London for many years.  We will continue to use food growing 
schemes to improve the environment, improve residents’ access to good quality food 
and improve community cohesion. 
 
Creating and protecting our open spaces 
 
Islington has the second lowest amount of green space per person of all local 
authorities in England. Labour will work in partnership with the community: identifying 
sites that have the potential for increasing the amount of open, accessible green 
space. These sites will include unused small plots, particularly on estates, where 
allotments, gardening and planting out will be encouraged.  
 
Transport 
 
Alongside household emissions cars are the biggest emitter of CO2 in Islington. To 
do our bit in keeping cars off the road we will continue our support for step-free 
access for Finsbury Park tube station and vigorously lobby Transport for London 
(TfL) for improvements to our local bus services.  
 
We will also campaign to force work with TfL to make Holloway Road, which is 
responsible for most of our road accidents and transport-related emissions, more 
people friendly, including by removing the Archway gyratory system..  
 
Boris Johnson’s unfair and unjust fare rises – paid for by a cut to the congestion 
charge – are in complete contradiction with Islington Labour’s commitment to 
promote more environmentally friendly forms of public transport. It is important 
therefore to work to promote cycling by continuing with Islington Council’s cycle 
training programme for adults and children. Islington Labour will also look into a 
programme to reduce anti social cycling so as to encourage more users and work 
with TfL to see how we can better improve our local cycle network.  
 
We will monitor road traffic accidents and take action as a council and with Transport 
for London to alter the most dangerous crossings in the borough, for example 
Madras Place and Colebrook Row. 
 
 
7. Adult Social Services and Health 
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The people who use the Council’s Social Services are some of the most vulnerable.  
Islington has a high level of need, particularly in mental health, and differences in 
mortality rates between the affluent and those with little money are stark and 
unacceptable. With Islington Labour’s commitment to fairness and the reduction of 
inequality we will work to narrow the gap and ensure that people get the help they 
need.   
 
Consistent with the Liberal Democrats' failure to provide for the least well off in 
Islington over the past ten years there have been serious problems surrounding care 
in the home and care in residential homes. Also among the highest health problems 
that disproportionately affect low-income families in Islington are teenage pregnancy, 
health inequality and obesity.  The Lib Dems’ lack of any coherent strategy for 
dealing with these problems has hit our community hard.  
 
Fighting to save the Whittington 
 
NHS London are currently considering whether they wish to propose closing the 
Accident and Emergency service at the Whittington hospital.  Islington Labour is 
leading the fight to keep the A&E at the Whittington.  By the end of January 2010, our 
campaign, led by Jeremy Corbyn, had collected thousands of signatures on petition 
and organised a series of packed public meetings.  We will keep fighting until the 
hospital's future is secured. 
 
Representing the community 
 
The Lib Dems have also adopted a laissez fair attitude to healthcare engagement in 
the borough. Health increasingly is becoming part of the Council’s responsibility. We 
believe that the Council has not been involved enough in decisions currently being 
taken by NHS Islington, and we will look to establish a better working relationship 
where local health services are designed around our objective of creating a fairer 
borough.  For example, we will look to deliver more local health services through 
Children's Centres and hub Community Centres. 
 
Islington Labour has successfully used the Council's powers of health scrutiny to 
challenge the decision to close Finsbury Health Centre and we remain committed to 
locally resolving this issue by campaigning the Finsbury Health Centre from closure.  
We will ensure that the Council's health scrutiny work gives a stronger voice to user 
groups and others in the community, who need to be given a voice in the running of 
our health services. 
 
Improving our social services 
 
The major issue in the delivery of social services is the move to personal and 
individual budgets.  Islington Labour supports this shift, which has been called for by 
disability rights organisations for many years.  However, we believe that simply 
imposing an unmanaged market on the provision of social services would be deeply 
damaging for users, staff and services.  Therefore, we will carefully manage the 
introduction of personal and individual budgets to ensure they achieve their intended 
effect of giving service users more control over their lives. We will look to leaders in 
the field such as Centre 404 on advice in the best individual budget packages. 
 
We believe that the Liberal Democrats have been negligent in their management of 
care contracts.  We will both hold contractors to account for their performance and 
closely monitor standards in our residential homes.   
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We will provide councillor support to the lay visiting team for care homes which is 
currently being established by Peter Bedford Group. 
 
 
An accessible Islington 
 
A Labour administration will continue to work to ensure that people with disabilities 
have full access to all of the Council's services.  It is a great pity that Mayor Boris 
Johnson does not share this commitment and we will continue to campaign for step 
free access to Finsbury Park tube station. 
 
Cutting health inequalities 
 
The Labour government has provided extra funding and set a target for poorest 
health areas - including Islington - to close the health gap with the rest of England. 
Our Labour-run neighbours in Hackney, Haringey and Tower Hamlets have managed 
to close the health gap with the rest of the country. But Lib Dems have wasted both 
money and opportunities and Islington is the only London borough that is off track on 
closing the gap with the rest of England for both men and women.  
 
Improving health inequalities is vital to our task of making Islington fairer.  Universal 
Free School Meals is a crucial step to cutting inequalities on children's health but 
other steps are needed.  Tackling health inequalities will be a central part of the work 
of the Fairness Commission.  The Commission's report will recommend a series of 
further measures to tackle health inequalities which will be presented in a radical and 
robust Health Inequalities Strategy for Islington, replacing the feeble strategy 
currently in place. 
 
 
 
8. Help for senior citizens 
  
Over 65’s are the bedrock of our communities. They are the group most likely to 
engage in and support voluntary and community activity. However, they are also 
among the least well off people in our borough and we will ensure they are better 
represented in the council’s decision making processes. 
  
In line with our commitment to fairness we will protect our £100 discount for over-65s 
who pay Council Tax. 
  
Research has shown that one of the biggest problem senior citizens face in our 
community is isolation. In expanding the role of our hub community centres we will 
ensure that they help engage our senior citizens in community activity. Our 
commitment to extend the Help on Your Doorstep service will also include community 
inclusion as one of their aims.  
 
We will work to ensure that our older people get high quality housing and, in 
particular, improve the offer to those whose houses are now too big for them so that 
they receive an excellent new accommodation and a needy family can be moved into 
the larger property. 
 
Senior citizens are also among the most likely to report rising fears of crime. More 
robust use of dispersal zones, better-targeted CCTV, street lighting and ASBOs, as 
detailed in the crime section, will help senior citizens feel safer on our streets. We will 
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also encourage senior citizens to get involved with setting police priorities through 
Safer Neighbourhood panels.  
  
For those with mobility problems we will continue to promote more step free access 
for public transport. Having more elderly people involved through Islington Labour’s 
ward partnerships programme will also help senior citizens draw councillors’ attention 
to areas of the ward which are inaccessible due to problems such as poor 
pavements. 
 
ends. 
 


