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Dear All, 

A friend of mine, Patriic, writes scintillating and witty reports of his 
holidays and I thought I would borrow the idea. However I doubt this is 
either scintillating or witty! 

Firstly many thanks for all the Christmas cards, emails and gifts most 
welcome. 

So many people now have my email and address it has been impossible 
to respond to everyone. The main questions have been ‘how am I?’ and 
‘What is going on?’ ‘Am I alright?’ 

I am fine and alright but life has taken some extraordinary turns since 
Christmas.  

I think most people were up to date on my being asked to establish a 
Parish here in Polis and that was where I was until January after which life 
has been a roller coaster ride. 

The Parish Priest in Paphos to whom I reported had a massive stroke and 
lost his speech and movement on his right side. That is still his condition 
and he is now in hospital in Jerusalem and responding to physiotherapy 
and various medical treatments he needs. So please keep Fr. John in your 
prayers. 

As a result I was asked to stand in ‘pro tem’ for him whilst his condition 
was and is assessed. This included moving him from hospital here in 
Cyprus to Jerusalem. This Parish is in the Diocese of Jerusalem. 



I still live here in Argaka and drive in out to Paphos everyday about an 
hour’s drive there and an hour back. 

It will amuse you to know that I now say a full sung Latin Mass on Sunday 
followed by a German/Polish Mass then one in English. I also say a weekly 
Mass for the Sisters in French! Bet you didn’t know I was a linguist?!!!!! 
Have to cheat with the German/Polish Mass and I say it in English they 
respond in either language. There is also a Sri-Lankan Mass once a month 
and a Filipino Mass once a month. So I am not idle.  

There 150 weddings between here and September, there are Funerals and 
baptisms as well. Had to do a Baptism without books as couldn’t find 
them and couldn’t ask Fr. John where they were. Amazing how one’s 
memory can remember most of these things. 

There is also the Pope’s visit in June.  

I have First Confessions coming up and am trying to arrange for 
Confirmations. 

I am most fortunate in having a Priest mentor from the Diocese of 
Jerusalem called Fr. Elias a most interesting person; he is Parish Priest in 
Galilee. Learning the different culture of Diocese of Jerusalem mainly and 
Arab Priesthood has been exciting and interesting with Fr. Elias. Also one 
gets a completely different view of the Middle Eastern situation when 
hearing from people such as Elias. He comes over for few days each 
month to talk with me and I can email or phone him anytime. 

Meanwhile...... The Archbishop had given me permission to stay here 
looking after Polis till after Easter. However the Patriarch of Jerusalem 
would like me to stay in Paphos for quite some time. To the best of my 
knowledge a discussion is now taking place between the Patriarch and the 
Archbishop on my being seconded here for quite some time. Please note I 
am not complaining! 

You will see a new address and phone number at the top of this so please 
use that from now on. The email address above may help those who have 
had difficulty getting through as the other is a redirect this will come 
direct. 



I don’t need a 3 bedroom apartment and the people who have visited will 
know.  

So I am moving to a 2 bedroom much smaller apartment, also cheaper! I 
will be moving in on 1st March. 

I have changed the Phone number because I don’t need all the bits the 
other offered and it does not look as if I will be back for some time. 

The new apartment means can’t offer holiday space for more than one 
person but have friends who will put people up. There is also the 
possibility of my being in Paphos at the Presbytery weekends and some 
of the midweek. But I would like to have somewhere to stay away from the 
business.  

I have tried not to make the same mistakes I made in GB and that has 
meant really assessing what I did and did not do right. 

Some people were annoyed at the manner of my going but I always told 
everyone, even said it at all Masses that when the time came I would fade 
away no parties and adulation. Why? Because I believe the Gospel 
passage that if people see our good works they should give the Glory to 
God and not us. It has been a fundamental tenet of my life and that is what 
I (did. If I did do any good please thank God for the gifts and skills he gave 
me to be the channel of his good works. 

I do have communication problems here the wind, rain, dust storms all 
affect my phone and internet connections. The new apartment hopefully 
will improve the phone communications there may be a small hiccup on 
the internet as I have to get that set up, but I am a 5 minute walk from an 
internet cafe and we have just managed to get into Fr. Johns computer so 
as I have internet access in Paphos. 

The reason I can, at last, write this is that we have a Petrol station strike 
and we all have to conserve our stocks, so am not driving into Paphos 
today. 

Hope this helps fill in the picture a bit. However things are not finally 
resolved, for example we do not know how much of a recovery Fr. John 
will make, what the result of the discussions between the Patriarch and 



Archbishop will be. What I do know is that the Diocese of Jerusalem 
believes there should be 2 Priests here and they would like me to be one 
of them. I have found a great ministry, very different from before and very 
challenging, to say nothing of the weather! Today it 22 C. Believe you 
have more snow on the way!!!!!!!!! 

So I am fine, it has been difficult to keep in touch and get everything 
sorted but I am very happy. 

I do say a Mass for you all each week (don’t have that many Mass 
intentions), please keep and Fr. John in your prayers.  

If you are coming to Paphos area let me know and we will meet, if going to 
Aya Nappa, Lanarca, Limassol or Nicosia it is about a 2 hour drive so 
more difficult. 

Do keep in touch but don’t get worried if I don’t immediately reply, as you 
can see it is a major change learning Arab and Cypriot cultures and to be 
honest at the end of the day when I get back here I am just too tired to do 
anything but eat and sleep! 

That’s all for now, 

Love to you all  

Jim 

P.S. please feel free to photocopy and give to others or show this to 
people as I am sure I will leave someone out! 

 

 

 


